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2002 SPRING DRIVE
RIC RANCHO, NM 87124

(505) B92-2124

Metal scale models of many classic
and modern autos in stock,

Send $1.00 for current illustrated
listing,
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Specialists in 55-56-57 T-Birds Only
LARGEST IN THE WORLD

« Restoration » Hard & Soft Tops

« Upholstering = Orig. Ford Replacements
« Body & Paint = T-Birds for Sale

» Repair & Service + Boltin New AM/FM

» Parts New & Used Cassetie Radios

Send $1.00 for T-Bird Caralog
10215 Greenleaf Ave., Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670
- Locat California: (213) 944-6237
Toll Free Canada and U.S, Outside of California 213:
(including Aleska and Hawii}
1-800-423-4751

Fax: {213} 3418677
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LD CARS IN LAW

THE CONFISCATED
CORVETTE

eople view collector cars in many

ways: a5 a work of art, a2 prudent
investment, a source of enjoyment.

But how about as a defendant in a lausuit?
Strange as it may seem, it is not
unheard of for objects or even real estate

lawsuits brought by the United States.
Indeed, there have been cases with names
such as US. v. 55.22 Acres of Land, U.S. v,
Thirty-Seven Photographs, U.S. v. Five
Gambling Devices, and [/.S. v. 88 Cases,
More or Less, Containing Bireley’s Orange
Bevergge. Such cases often are actions by
the govemment to seize property alleged-
ly involved in or connected with the com-
mission of a crime.

The case of United States v, One 1963
Chevrolet Corvette recently presented such
a situation involving a collector car.

In June 1988, Arlington County,
Virginia police amrested the owner of a
1963 Corvette after they discovered
cocaine and drug paraphernalia in his
automobile. The police impounded the
Corvette. In 1989, the owner pled guilty to
simple possession and was sentenced to
probation.

The govemment brought an action in
federal court against the Corvette based
on a federal statute dealing with “forfei-
ture.” “Forfeiture” here refers to the idea
that, in some circumstances, one who
uses property to comumit 4 crime forfeits or
gives up his or her rights to that property.
The particular statute involved in this case
subjected to forfeiture “vehicles... which
are used, or are intend-
ed for use, to trans-

to facilitate the transportation, sale,
receipt, possession, or concealment” of a
controlled substance.

The owner asked the court to dismiss
the action, arguing that the government

i had not given him adequate notice of the
(as opposed to persons or companies) [0 |
" be defendants in litigation, particularly in

forfeiture proceeding and had unreason-
ably delayed in bringing the lawsuit. The
district court refused and, instead, granted
summary judgment for the government,
upholding the forfeiture of the Corverre,
The owner appealed.

On May 14, 1991, the United States
Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, cit-
ing cases such as One 1958 Plymouth
Sedarn v. Pennsylvania (decided in 1965 by
the United States Supreme Court), affimned
the trial court’s ruling for the govemment.

Another recent forfeiture case involv-
ing a collector car, this time a 1965 Pontiac
GTO, was United States v. Real Property in
the Township of Chariton, Michigan,
decided by the United States District Court
for the Eastern District of Michigan on
May 8, 1991. In this case, the government
filed a complaint which named the GTO
as a defendant, alleging that the car had
been purchased with proceeds from deal-
ings involving controlled substances and
was thus subject to forfeiture under anoth-
er subsection of the same statute invelved
in the Corvette case.

'This case focused on the fact that the
statute provided that the government
must accomplish forfeiture in one of two
ways, by “administrative forfeiture™ or by
“judicial forfeirre.”

Administrative forfeiture is begun
by the governmental
agency that seized the

portt, or in any manner

property, without the
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LAWRENCE SAVELL

The Worldwide Car Network is an
international, on-line computer service
that offers information on virtually
every topic of interest to the enthusiast:
auction results, market values, classifieds,
parts, club news, an events calender,
and more. It's also a forum for users to
communicate with other enthusiasts.
So to learn more, call toll-free at ‘
800-238-7890. That way, you can gather

car information without driving
vourself crazy.

Phone U.S.A.: 904-729-7291
Europe: 41-1-363-2002

Fax U.S.A.: 904-729-2007
Europe: 41-1-363-8738
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