THE INDIANA

VOL. 7 NO. § AUGUST 7 - AUGUST 20. 1996

$1.25

Retired prof
calls for end
to Income tax

m Oliver: National sales
tax, value-added tax
are better options

By Scott Clson

Death and taxes, it often has
been said. are the only two things
certain in life.

Since dying is unavoidable.
cheating the Internal Revenue
Service out of its tax dollars offers
a1 sense of payback for some.

William Oliver with his book, Why We Shoufd Aboiish The income Tax.
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And then there are those who
demonstrate a similar abhorrence
for the system but take a less radi-
cal approach to demonstrate their
disdain for giving it up to the gov-
ernment.

Among that group is retired
law professor William Oliver, who
has condensed his frustrations
into a boolk enttled, Why We
Showld Abolish The Tncome Tux,

Though the message cerainly
fus been debated before, Oliver, a
native of eastern Kentucky,

because he discusses what he

believes are viable alternatives.

The author favors abolishing the cur-
rent tax system and replacing it with a
national sales tax or value-added tax.

Such ideas are bandied about tax
experts and non-experts alike.
However, Oliver knows a thing or (wo
aboui the tax system.

Qliver, 74, retired from the Indiana
University School of Law faculty in 1991
and serves as of counsel ai the
Bloomingten law firrn of Mallor
Clendening Grodner & Bohrer.

1f the name sounds familiar, he and
his wife, Mary, founded the Oliver
Winery, a Bloomington business owned

and operated by his son, William, and
his wife, Kathleen.

His experience with the rax system
began as atorney for the Internal
Revenue Service before the United
States Tax Court.

Later, as a professor. he became disil-
lusioned with the system when he
{earned research expenses were not [ax
deductible.

After 40 veurs of tax work and count-
less hours of research, Oliver's 134-page
paperback was published in December

See TAX BOOK / Page 3
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Prosecutor failing in bid to sue defense lawyers for copying costs

= New witness protection
program relies on defense
lawyers’ payment

By Mike Magan

For more than two months Marion
County Prosecutor Scott Newman has
touted the creation of a witness protec-
tion program.

Under the plan, crime witnesses
who fear for their safety could receive
temporary lodging, funds for moving

new door locks.

But in light of
recent court activity,
there may not be
much funding to

support the pro-
grarm.
Revenue ear-

marked for a witness
suppori program is
supposed to bhe
funded almost
entirely from the photocopying
charges defense lawyers must now pay
for discovery items.

Newman

gram in the office for witness support
before and what we were trying to do
was look for ways to fund that,”
according to  Beverly Phillips,
spokesperson for the prosecutor. “It's a
real issue when you have people who
won't come to court and testify out of
fear for their safety.”

There's only one problem —
defense lawyers aren’t paying.

For example, defense attorney
Timothy Burns was charged $242 earli-
er this year, and another defense attor-
ney, Howard Bernstein, was required
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Law doesn’t
shield drug
company

in HIV case

By Scott Olson

Families of hemophiliacs who con-
tracted AIDS or the HIV virus through
blood transfusions recently received a
bit of goed news in their cngoing fight
to prove certain COMpanies are respon-
sible for their HIV-related ilinesses and
deaths.

The Indiana Supreme Court July 18
rejected a petition for transfer to
reverse an earlier
decision  handed
down by the
Indiana Court of
Appeals. Defense
attorneys  repre-
senting four phar-
maceutical compa-
nies filed the trans-
fer in JKB, DT and
VB, et al v Armour
Pharmaceulical
Company, et gl

The petition for
transfer stemmed
from a decision ear-
lier this year in
which the court of
appeals reversed 2
Marion County trial

court’s  summadry

judgment. The

appellate court

ruled that hemo- Price

philiacs who have received HIV-tainted
blood — through treatment with a
blood-clotting product — can sue

pharmaceutical companies under some
circumstances.

Judge Anthony Metz III of Marion
Superior Court 1 now will preside over
the trial set for Jan, 27, 1997, nearly
four years after Indianapolis plaintiff's
attorneys Henry Price and larry
Jackson of Price & Barker filed the
wrongful death lawsuit.

For Jackson, a trial date has been a

expenses, security surveillance and “There wasn't really a formal pro- See WITNESS / Page 30 See HIV CASE / Page 29
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