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(505) B92-2124

Metal scale models of many classic
and modern autos in stock,

Send $1.00 for current illustrated
listing,
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Specialists in 55-56-57 T-Birds Only
LARGEST IN THE WORLD

« Restoration » Hard & Soft Tops

« Upholstering = Orig. Ford Replacements
« Body & Paint = T-Birds for Sale

» Repair & Service + Boltin New AM/FM

» Parts New & Used Cassetie Radios

Send $1.00 for T-Bird Caralog
10215 Greenleaf Ave., Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670
- Locat California: (213) 944-6237
Toll Free Canada and U.S, Outside of California 213:
(including Aleska and Hawii}
1-800-423-4751

Fax: {213} 3418677
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LD CARS IN LAW

THE CONFISCATED
CORVETTE

eople view collector cars in many

ways: a5 a work of art, a2 prudent
investment, a source of enjoyment.

But how about as a defendant in a lausuit?
Strange as it may seem, it is not
unheard of for objects or even real estate

lawsuits brought by the United States.
Indeed, there have been cases with names
such as US. v. 55.22 Acres of Land, U.S. v,
Thirty-Seven Photographs, U.S. v. Five
Gambling Devices, and [/.S. v. 88 Cases,
More or Less, Containing Bireley’s Orange
Bevergge. Such cases often are actions by
the govemment to seize property alleged-
ly involved in or connected with the com-
mission of a crime.

The case of United States v, One 1963
Chevrolet Corvette recently presented such
a situation involving a collector car.

In June 1988, Arlington County,
Virginia police amrested the owner of a
1963 Corvette after they discovered
cocaine and drug paraphernalia in his
automobile. The police impounded the
Corvette. In 1989, the owner pled guilty to
simple possession and was sentenced to
probation.

The govemment brought an action in
federal court against the Corvette based
on a federal statute dealing with “forfei-
ture.” “Forfeiture” here refers to the idea
that, in some circumstances, one who
uses property to comumit 4 crime forfeits or
gives up his or her rights to that property.
The particular statute involved in this case
subjected to forfeiture “vehicles... which
are used, or are intend-
ed for use, to trans-

to facilitate the transportation, sale,
receipt, possession, or concealment” of a
controlled substance.

The owner asked the court to dismiss
the action, arguing that the government

i had not given him adequate notice of the
(as opposed to persons or companies) [0 |
" be defendants in litigation, particularly in

forfeiture proceeding and had unreason-
ably delayed in bringing the lawsuit. The
district court refused and, instead, granted
summary judgment for the government,
upholding the forfeiture of the Corverre,
The owner appealed.

On May 14, 1991, the United States
Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circuit, cit-
ing cases such as One 1958 Plymouth
Sedarn v. Pennsylvania (decided in 1965 by
the United States Supreme Court), affimned
the trial court’s ruling for the govemment.

Another recent forfeiture case involv-
ing a collector car, this time a 1965 Pontiac
GTO, was United States v. Real Property in
the Township of Chariton, Michigan,
decided by the United States District Court
for the Eastern District of Michigan on
May 8, 1991. In this case, the government
filed a complaint which named the GTO
as a defendant, alleging that the car had
been purchased with proceeds from deal-
ings involving controlled substances and
was thus subject to forfeiture under anoth-
er subsection of the same statute invelved
in the Corvette case.

'This case focused on the fact that the
statute provided that the government
must accomplish forfeiture in one of two
ways, by “administrative forfeiture™ or by
“judicial forfeirre.”

Administrative forfeiture is begun
by the governmental
agency that seized the

portt, or in any manner

property, without the
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LAWRENCE SAVELL

The Worldwide Car Network is an
international, on-line computer service
that offers information on virtually
every topic of interest to the enthusiast:
auction results, market values, classifieds,
parts, club news, an events calender,
and more. It's also a forum for users to
communicate with other enthusiasts.
So to learn more, call toll-free at ‘
800-238-7890. That way, you can gather

car information without driving
vourself crazy.

Phone U.S.A.: 904-729-7291
Europe: 41-1-363-2002

Fax U.S.A.: 904-729-2007
Europe: 41-1-363-8738
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involvement of the courts. ‘The agency
{  must publish notice of the seizure and
| of its intent to “forfeit” the property
i once a week for at least three succes-
sive weeks in a newspaper of general
circulation in the judicial district where
i it brought the proceeding. In addition,
i the agency must give personal written
i notice of the seizure and information
- on applicable procedures to any party
who appears to have an inierest in the
. property. Under the customs laws,
" property valued at up to $160,000 is
1

|

subject to administrative forfeiture,
Property valued at more than
$100,000 must be (and property
worth less than $100,000 can be)
Judiciaily forfeited. To begin judicial
forfeiture proceedings, the govemn-
ment need only properly seize the
property and then file a complaint
with the court in the judicial district
where the property is.
I The problem in the GTO case was
i that the government actually took
| both routes. The court ruled that,
where the property was worth less
than $100,000, the government had to
choose between the two methods.
' Since the government had begun the
' administrative forfeiture proceeding
‘ after it already had elected o go with
I judicial forfeiture, the court further
ruled that the initial election was bind-
ing and that the subsequent adminis-
! trative proceeding was void.

! Of course, it is highly vnlikely that the
! average car collector will ever have any con-
tact with the forfeirure process — parnicularly
at the early stages discussed in this article, Bur
you might want to consider investigating one
of the lasi stages, as government auctions of
forfeited vehicles may provide yet another
potential marketplace to consider if you are
looking for the collector car of your dreams.

Lawrence Savell is an attormey and writer in
New York City. This columm provides general
fnformation and is not #tended as a substi-
e for consulting a launer. a—

BECKLEY AUTO
RESTORATIONS INC.

Antigue, Classic & Collectible Autos

4405 Capital Avenue S.W.
Battle Creek, Michigan 49017

OEL05S8 T (616) 9793013

23 Years of Quality Restorations

TEE-BIRD PRODUCTS

We stock a complete line of Ford & Reproduction Parts
for your 1955-57 Thunderbird or 19855-56 Ford Passenger car.
Send $2.00 for our catalog & price list.

Please specity Thunderbird or Passenger cars.

TEE-BIRD PRODUCTS, INC.
Box 153-CC, Exton, PA 19341

Ph; 215-363-1725

Morris mee®”

PARTS AND ACCESSORIES
SINCE 1967, THEMOST EXTENSIVE INVENTORY ANYWHERE|
SERVING ALL YOUR MAINTENANCE AND RESTORATION NEEDS
WITHTHEHKGHEST GUALITY PARTS AT THE LOWEST PRICES.

STOCKING EVERYTHING
EXCLUSIVELY FOR ALL YEARS,
ALL MODELE OF:

* THE MINI (Parts Book $5)

* MCRRIS MINOR [Farts Book $5)

Car Badpes By J.R. Gaunt Of Landan.

These are new stack In original boxes. To our knowledge
these are the last of our limited designs, as the dies have

* AUSTIN AMERICA
been destroyed. We also have international car badges, « MG 1100 Tl ;
over five hundred d%signs availablae in gear, %shaild. round NORTH AMERICA'S ONLY B ﬂ} .
and square shaped badges. We carry a line of badga bars,
clips and hadge mounts. Wholesale accounts are welcome T A ORaS SUFPLIER

with letterhead. For free lists and photos send lasge SASE

MINI GITY LTD
Narcon imports, Inc. « Dept. CC « § Madison Ave. 878 Turk Hil Raod = Fairport, New York 14450 USA.

Hearny, K.J. 07032-1410 = {201)988-2994 Phone 716-385-D088 + 24-Hour FAX 716-388-0088

REPLICAS

ORIGINALS

* LOWEST PRICES
NATIONWIDE!

¢ 18KT Coldplated!

* 2 Year Warrantyl

* Exact Weight & Color!
CALL {404) 963-3872

* Original Ralexes up to 60% off!
CALL (404) 963-3872

WATCH REPLICAS
ORIGINALS

snene BATTERY

e BABYSITTER®

THE MAKING OF PATENT APPLIED FOR
THE TUCKER
JHE TUCKER DON'T BE STRANDED!
] by Philip 5. Egan STOP BUYING BATTERIES!
- , THE BATTERY BARYSITTER® IS A TRUE BATTERY
An insider's story of the Tucker ‘48 MAINTENANCE DEVICE ORIGINALLY DESIGNED AND
by one of the car's designers. (NTENDED TO BE LEFT ATTACHED FOR INDEFINITE
Features 54 rare photographs and YOU ALREADY KNOW :E\T'rorzsrggugﬁnm DONT WORK.
illustrations. PR PARRUETERS THAT VOUR Y TEEn oo
$14.95 postage paic DA G Y UL e

(Cal. res. Include 5% soles tax) FOR GARS, MOTORCYCLES. BOATS, AND ALL BIZE 12V, BATTERIES. |

ON THE MARK PUBLICATIONS LOTS LORE FO TELL, NOT LIVCO CORPORATION
P.O. Box 5276, Orange, CA 92613 ENGLGH SPACE. SEND SASE  §,0.80X 025800 DEPT CC
o A e ws e HOUSTON, TX 77202-5800

FH. T13-088-2750

LIVED CORP. - BINCE 1970
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