Collect Miniatures

of Your Favorite Cars

Authentic scale models of your favorite
Historic, Racing and Classic Cars. Die
cast, Pewter and Tin, Also Microracers,
Car Badges ond More! Retail and
Wholesale. Send $3 for catalogs. We'll
put you on our mailing list to recelive
notice of future offerings,

AUTOMOBILIA

63 Lowell Road, Dept. CC Glen Rock, NJ 07452

@LD CARS IN LAW
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e Dutch phiiosopher Benedict
Spinoza long ago concluded that
“Desire is the very essence of

"

marn.

and the automobile he or she dreams of
owning.
But the danger of desire is that some-
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200,000 LUXURY. CLASSIC,
‘o na 2 SPORT AND RECREATIOINAL
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TOLL FREE:
1-800-327-9530

AUTO OWNERS MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE

e Machine Company
Parts House for Qld Cars’
Established 1915

SPECIALIZING IN ENGINE, CHASSIS, WIRING
AND BRAKE PARTS FOR YOUR OLD CAR.
FROM 1900 10 1970

We make pistons and stainless steel

E
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valves and have other hard to find parts
such as bearings, ummg chains, gaskets,
chassis, brake parts and more. Send

$2.00 for our 120 page calalog. We
accepl Visa and Mastercard. Call or
Wrile for price and availability of the
arts you need. We now have pistons
or 198, 215 Buick’s, 430, 462 Lincoln,
389, 394, 400, and 425(coming soon)
Oldsmobile and 421, 428 Ponliac’s.

8403 Allport Ave. #CC  (310) 945-3419
Santa Fe Springs (8 2 66-EGGE
CA 90670 FAX ~ (310) 693-1635

times it can blind us to reality. This was the
case in Ardefl and Jeanith Miller v. Doris
Flynn and Jack Miller, decided in March by
the United States District Court for the
Southern District of Ilinots.

According to the Court, Doris Flynn
and her husband Chester owned a 1932
Marmon V-16 secdan. The Marmon is an
extremely rase collector car; only 395 were
manufactured between 1931 and 1933 and
possibly only 75 still exist. Chester, an
automotive engineer and Marmon expert,
rebuilt the car's engine in 1977-78.

When the Flynns moved in 1983,
Chester asked a friend, Jack R. Miller, an
amateur car collector. 1o slore the Marmon
at Jack's home in Fayetteville, Georgia. In
1984, after Chester's death, Doris asked
Jack 1o help her sell the car.

Doris and Jack placed an advertisement
in Hemmings Motor News offering a 16-

cylinder Marmon with a “newly rebuile”

engine. Ardell and Jeanith Miller of Tllinois
saw the ad. Ardell, who was “mechanically
or automotively minded,” had been look-
ing for a Marmon V-16 for years.

Following a telephone conversation, :
Ardell and Jeanith gave Doris a $5000

deposit.  In April 1986. Ardell and Jeanith

inspected the Marmon at Jack’'s home.

During their inspection, Jack informed

them that he had driven the car less than 70

miles since he had it and that the engine

was newly rebuilt. ‘
Before purchasing

- with Jack. The drive was brief hecause the

Marmon overheated.  Ardell also noticed

. that the vehicle pulled to the right. Ardell
This ohservation may nowhere be !

truer than with respect to a car collector

later testified that, after inspecting and test
driving the vehicie, he did not believe that
the engine was “newly rebuiit.” He noted
{among other things) that the engine
leaked water. both cylinder heads dripped
oil and needed to be reorqued, the hoses
and hose clamps did not look new, and the
clurch did not operate properly.

Despite noting these problems. and
without having a mechanic look the car
over, Ardell and Jeanith agreed to a pur-
chase price of $41.000 and gave Jack a
check for the balance due after their
deposit. Doris gave Jack a commission of
five percent plus expenses.

Although Ardell had planned to drive
the Marmon back o lllinois, Jack suggesi-
ed otherwise. partially due to the age of the
vehicle. Indeed. Ardell later testified that
he doubted whether the car could have
made it cut of Jack's subdivision. Afrer
Ardell shipped the Marmon to Illinois, he
drove it for a short distance with the engine
again overheating. It was later discovered
that the Marmon V-16 engine had a design
defect, leading to excessive camshaft wear.

Ardel]l and Jeanith sued Doris and Jack
in August 1987, alleging that the defen-
dants had made fraudulent representations
regarding the condition of the Marmon's
engine, and that Ardell had purchased the
automobile because of such misrepresenta-
tions. In an Order fited March 5, 1992, the

. United States Magistrate Judge who

presided over the non-jury trial of the case
ruled in favor of the defendants Doris and

~ Jack.

Reviewing the applicable law of
Georgia, the Magisirate Judge observed
that “One cannot assent

the Marmon, Ardell
went for a test drive

LAWRENCE SAVELL

a fraudulent misrepre-
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The Worldwide Car Network is an
international, on-line computer service
that offers information on virtually
every topic of interest to the enthusiast:
auction results, market values. classifieds,
parts, club news. an events calender,
and more. It's also a forum for users to
communicate with other enthusiasts,
So to learn more, call toll-free at
800-238-7890. That way, you can gather

Put a world of car information at your fingertips.

car information without driving
yourself crazy.

Phone U.8.A.: 904-729-7201
Europe: 41-1-363-2002

Fax U.8.A.: 904-729-2007
Europe: 41-1-363-8738
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sentalion concerning a stalement which
the plaintiff knew to be false” and that
“The law does not afford relief 1o one
who suffers by not using the ordinary
means of information, . "

The Magistrate Judge ruled thar the
plaintiffs had failed 1o prove that the
defendants fraudulently misrepresented
the condition of the Marmon's engine.
The Magistrawe Judge pointed to Ardell's
striking and detailed testimony that he
knew when he test drove and Jooked ar
the vehicle that the engine had not been
"newly rebuill.” Indeed. when asked
why he had purchased a vehicle with
such ohvious defects. Ardell conceded
that it is easy to overiook faults when
vou want something hadly,

Bused on such testimony. the
Magistrate Judge concluded that "Ardell
* Miller's purchase of the 1932 Marmon V-
16 sedan was the product of plaintiff's
zealous desire 0 own 2 Marmon, cou-
pled with his willingness 10 overlook
obvious problems that the vehicle evi-
denced when he inspected it ar defen-
dant Jack R. Miller's home in Georgia,”

The plaintiffs did not appeal.

The ancient chariot collector Aristotle
observed that "It is the nature of desire
not 1o be satisfied.”™ The Miller case
shows how desire, if not tempered by
reality, can lead to disappoiniment. No
maner how much a collector may want a
particular car. he or she must not blind
himself or herseif to such realities as the
vehicle's true condition. appearance, or
performance, but must consider such
facts in deciding whether ro buy and. if
so. how much to pay. To update the
advice of the English poet William Blake.
"Man’s Desires |should be] limited by his
Ferceptions.”

Lawrence Savell is an attorney and
writer inn New: York City. This coluntin pro-
vides general information and is 1ot
intended as a substitite for consilting a
lawyer,
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« LOWEST PRICES
NATIONWIDE!

* 18KT Goldplated!

* 2 Year Warranty!

» Exact Weight & Color!
CALL 800-477-6539, ext. 1

* Original Rolexes up to 60% off!
CALL 800-477-6539, ext. 1

WATCH REPLICAS
ORIGINALS

CHEAP! FB
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I/U.S. SEIZE

57 Chevrolet ..ccaeuceneeo...... P >=s
85 Corvette .. - ¥ o T o )

89 Mustang GT........... b 2OO
68 Camaro-.....-----...-..----.--.$5°

Pontiacs, Fords, Mercedes, Jeeps. Choose from
thousands of makes and models for restoring,
customizing, using a kit, or parting out starting $25.

FHEE 24 Hour Recording Reveals Giveaway Prices,

Copyright# GA15AMCD 801-379-2930

Qur fully illustrated 1992 catalog is now available for $2.
It’s packed with top quali ty parts for your Chevy, Cadillac, Olds,
Pontiac, Buick, Packard, Chrysler Corp., or Independent.

Steele Rubber Products

Dept CC-92

1601 Hwy 150 E.

Denver NC 28037

(704)483-9343 ¢ Fax: (704) 483-6650

Ask the man who uses one!
To Order or FREE

For complete protection during winter

or long-term storage. BROCHURE: $89.95
(517) 641-4881
PINE RIDGE ENTERPRISE
13165 CENTER ROAD Indoor use only

BATH, Ml 48808
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